





























SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
wz Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


“my Daily Contemplation’ 
By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 
HIS precious little manual shows a practical way of convert- 
ing all the moments of our life and activity into prayer and 
contemplation — into pure love of God. It suggests the most 
proper ejaculations and affections, oral prayers and internal eleva- 
tions to God, so as to enable souls to converse almost incessantly 
with God in the spirit of tender, childlike love, in spite of daily 
occupations, troubles and distractions. — A true treasure, not 
only for souls consecrated to God, but for all faithful Christians 
who ‘aspire to a true love of God. 
Prayer book size, 325 pages. Prices: Single copies, $1.20; in quantities of 
6 or more, $1.00. (Available also in Polish.) 
Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold : Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine, Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918, 

















Premiums 


For new and renewal 
Subscriptions 














ONE Subscription 

Booklet — Choice of “Devotion to the Precious Blood’ or “Good St. 
Anne.” OR:— 

Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel — Hand-stitched brown scapular. 
OR:— 

Picture of St. Benedict — Sepia print, portraying the saint with a 
crozier, a copy of the Holy Rule and a chalice, from whence issues 
a serpent, symbolizing a great miracle. 7 x 10 inches. OR:— 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, with encouraging 
verses, sayings of the saints and spiritual thoughts. 

. TWO Subscriptions 

The Treasures of the Mass — One of the most complete explanations of 
the prayefs, ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass obtainable, 
written inzaimple and inspiring language. OR:— 

Artistic Picture of PépePius XII — A beautiful likeness of His Holi- 
ness, lithographed ‘in colors, mounted on a red backing.«' 10 x 13 
inches. OR:— 

“Mother Most Admirable’” — Sepia picture of Mary as a Queen seated 
on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. Very beautiful.” 9 x 14 in. 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An inspiring biography of 
a holy Benedictine religious of Veroli, Italy, through whose inter- 
cession many striking favors have been obtained, and whose cause 
of beatification has been introduced. OR:— 

“I Pray the Mass’ — A splendid Sunday Missal and prayer book. Large, 
clear type, in red and black. Black durotex binding. OR:— 

Five-fold Scapular — Set of hand-stitched scapulars. 


FOUR Subscriptions 
Mother Most Amiable — A print of Baroness von Oer’s worthy repre- 


sentation of the Mother of God and her Divine Babe. Also called 
“Our Lady of Mount Carmel.’”’ 15 x 21 inches, 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years for 
$2.00 are entitled only to a premium offered for ONE subscrip- 
tion. Please mention choice. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















S aint Benedict, wrought many miracles through the power of the Sign of the 


Cross. One day a cup of poisoned wine was presented to him at table by 
wicked men who wished to take his life. The saint made the Sign of the Cross 
over the cup as was his custom, whereupon it was shattered into bits. By this 
he perceived that the glass contained the drink of death, which could not endure 
the Sign of Life. The Feast of the Solemnity of St. Benedict is celebrated on 
July 11. May he obtain for us all many blessings. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 41 July, 1945 No. 3 











The Precious Blood in Relation to Other 
Catholic Devotions 





EVOTION to the Precious Blood has an especial appeal, 
a sort of Divine charm to the devout Catholic. It 
seems to put forth a compelling claim to its practice 
by easily lending itself to every other devotion, while 
at the same time it is a special devotion in itself. The 
Blood of Christ must naturally be associated with all 

the other devotions which convey supernatural life and grace, because 

it is the Blood of Christ that wrought our Redemption and that is the 
means of our sanctification in Holy Mass and the sacraments. 


The Precious Blood and the Blessed Trinity 


The first and greatest mystery of our holy Faith is that of the 
Blessed Trinity. It is by His Precious Blood that Christ, the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, appeases the wrath of the Heavenly 
Father, opens heaven to us and makes us “a kingdom to our God” 
(Apoc. v. 10), and temples of the Holy Spirit by the sacrament of 
baptism. It is by His Precious Blood that Christ is our Mediator with 
the Father — “a High Priest of the good things to come” (Heb. ix. 11). 
This truth is often portrayed in pictures representing the Heavenly 
Father holding the Cross with Jesus Crucified, while the Dove, the 
symbol of the Holy Ghost, hovers above the Crucifix. In Holy Mass 
Christ continues His office of Mediator upon earth, and it is by the 
action of the Holy Spirit that He accomplishes the Mystery of the 
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Altar whereby the sacrificial wine in the chalice,is changed into the 
Eucharistic Blood. 


The Precious Blood and the Holy Name 


Devotion to the Precious Blood is intimately connected with de- 
votion to the holy Name of Jesus. That sacred Name was given to 
the Divine Child at the time of the first shedding of His Blood. That 
sacred Name was appended to the Cross on which He shed His Blood 
for the last time. The Precious Blood and the holy Name are linked 
together in Holy Mass when the priest prays: “I will take the Chalice 
of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.” When the Jews 
demanded of Pilate the death of Jesus, they uttered the blasphemous 
cry: “His Blood be upon us and our children.” Today our streets 
still ring with the blasphemous utterances of those who abuse the Name 
of Jesus, and in these curses and imprecations there still sounds, though 
unspoken, that cry of hatred: “His Blood be upon us.” The Blood 
of Jesus is destined to obtain mercy and forgiveness for sinners, His 
Name to be sweet and consoling to them. Would that this Blood and 
this Name might be so honored that every soul would “Praise the 
Lord and call upon His Name,” (Isa. xii. 4-3), and so “draw the 
mercies of God with joy from the Fountains of the Savior.” 


The Precious Blood and the Passion 


To think of Jesus in His sufferings is to think of His Precious 
Blood. From Gethsemani to Calvary, His sacred Body and His gar- 
ments were dyed with His Blood. We should never have realized Jesus’ 
intense sufferings in the Garden of Olives if Holy Scripture did not 
tell us that “His sweat became as Blood,” issuing from every pore of 
His Body. Our Lord Himself did not utter a complaint, but the “voice 
of His Blood” proclaimed the tortures of His Body and the bitter 
anguish of His Soul. The principal Bloodsheddings of our Savior are 
the chief mysteries of His Passion. 


The Precious Blood and the Cross 


The Cross occupies the most prominent place on every altar where 
the Sacrifice of Calvary is renewed and the fruits of Christ’s Passion 
dispensed, because it was upon the Cross that Christ poured out His 
Precious Blood. To the unbeliever the Cross is only a senseless symbol, 
a gibbet of scorn, but to the Christian the Cross is the emblem of faith, 
the test of fellowship with Christ, the banner of victory. This seem- 
ingly lifeless tree, shorn of branches and foliage, is saturated with 
Divine Blood and endowed thereby with Divine power, so that it be- 
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comes worthy of deepest veneration. At the hour of death, when the ; 
priest anoints the sick person with holy oil in the form of a cross, 
while a Crucifix is given him to kiss, it is the Blood of the Five Wounds 
that cleanses away the sins committed through the five senses, and “,econ- 
ciles to (God) all things whether on the earth or in the heavens, making 
peace through the Blood of His Cross” (Col. i. 20). 


The Precious Blood and the Blessed Sacrament 


The Precious Blood was the life of Jesus here upon earth, the life 
of His infancy, of His childhood, of His public life. It was the life 
that was poured out in His Passion. It was the life of His resurrec- 
tion and ascension. It is likewise the life of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. It has often been by the “testimony of this Blood” upon 
the host or corporal that God.has wrought miracles to convince some 
doubter of the Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. Through the 
Precious Blood we appeal most effectively to the Divine Heart of the 
Prisoner of Love upon our altars. In the Eucharistic Blood of the 
Mass the Precious Blood of the Passion imparts to our souls the fruits 
of Jesus’ sufferings and the “riches of His grace.” The Precious Blood 
mystically shed anew in the Mass cries for mercy and is offered as a 
sweet odor in the sight of God. It is our perpetual peace offering, 
our “sacrifice of propitiation.” The Precious Blood is the nourish- 
ment of our souls in Holy Communion, “the wine that springeth forth 
virgins,” the drink that is the source of everlasting life. In this Divine 
Blood of the Eucharist there is life and love, light and joy; for It 
replenishes the lamp of faith with Divine oil, causes the fire of hope 
and love to flame up high in our hearts, revives our waning courage 
and expands our hearts to run in the way of God’s commandments. 


The Precious Blood and the Sacred Heart 


But if devotion to the Precious Blood is so closely linked with 
the foregoing devotions, its closest alliance is to be seen with devotion 
to the Sacred Heart. The Precious Blood is the Treasure of the Sacred 
Heart. The Sacred Heart is the symbol of the Precious Blood, yet 
not a symbol only, but its home, its fountain. Every pulsation of the 
Sacred Heart sent the Precious Blood coursing through the Savior’s 
veins. And when at length that Heart had ceased to beat, a soldier 
pierced It with his lance and immediately “there came out Blood and 
water,..” It is to the Sacred Heart that the Precious Blood owes 
Its Divine movements by which It imparts graces to souls. In our 
days there is a passion for excitement pervading all hearts, a tendency 
drawing the hearts of men away from God, and disturbing the~peace 
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and happiness of individuals and society. This quaffing from the 
turbid streams of the world is like drinking from a poisoned spring. 
The Precious Blood is the antidote of sin, the Wine that, flowing into 
the uching heart, can allay the tempest of the soul, console the weary 
heart and heal its sin-sickness. Reclining on the bosom of the Divine 
Master in Holy Communion, the soul imbibes the heavenly Wine of 
salvation from the open Wound of the Sacred Side, and the heart is 
set at rest and given a foretaste of the happiness that the world cannot 


give. 
The Precious Blood and the Five Wounds 


The Precious Blood and the Five Wounds of Our Lord cannot 
be disassociated, for the Sacred Wounds are the gates through which 
the Precious Blood poured forth Its saving and redeeming tides. The 
deluge of mercy which came upon the world in the Precious Blood 
was emptied out of the Sacred Heart through these reservoirs of sal- 
vation. From these Wounds flowed the Precious Blood that daily fills 
the chalices upon our altars. With the crimson ink of the Precious 
Blood our names are graven in the hands of Jesus in the marks of His 
Holy Wounds. His Wounds are the seal of the love and mercy which 
He bears towards us and they will ever remain in a blaze of glory 
in heaven for all-eternity. 


The Precious Blood and the Mother of God 


Devotion to the Precious Blood is also intimately associated with 
devotion to the Mother of God, for the Precious Blood derives Its 
origin from Mary. It was from her most pure heart that the stream 
of the Precious Blood of Jesus flowed. The Precious Blood is above 
all Mary’s Treasure because beneath the Cross our Blessed Mother 
became the rightful dispenser of the Precious Blood and the Mediatrix 
of the graces that It won for mankind. Here she made the heroic 
offering of her Son by which the world was redeemed. The Precious 
Blood flows, as it were, from the heart of Mary to the Heart of Jesus 
and from there to us, through the mysteries of the life of Jesus which 
we commemorate in the fifteen mysteries of the Holy Rosary. As we 
meditate on the mysteries in their relation to Christ, each Ave becomes 
imbued with the Blood of the Redemption as It circulated in His Sacred 
Body from the time of the incarnation until His glorious ascension. 
By virtue of this Precious Blood, Our Lady clothes us with the merits 
of her Divine Son, and as a promise of her unfailing protectign she 
bids us wear her Scapular, with the assurance that all who are faithful 
in wearing. this. garment: shall at the end of life be clothed with the 
nuptial garments of Divine grace and appear before the Divine Judge, 
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as it were, in the “dyed garments of the Blood of Jesus.” 


The Precious Blood and the Poor Souls 


The Precious Blood is finally a most efficacious offering for the 
purification of the poor souls in purgatory, for by Its merits all their 
debts to Divine Justice can be paid, all their wounds healed and all 
their stains effaced. And after having entered into the joys of heaven, 
it is their delight to sing the hymn of God’s glory, the song of thanks- 
giving and praise to the Blood that wrought their redemption. 


The Precious Blood and the Saints 


All the saints in heaven are trophies of the Precious Blood; they 
are Its glory, the fruits of Its sevenfold shedding. The Precious Blood 
is the price of their redemption, and It is the subject of their eternal 
praise in heaven: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power 
and divinity and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and bless- 
ing: For Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us for God with Thy 
Blood, out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation. Amen. 
Alleluia!” (Apoc. v. 12, 9; xix. 4). The Precious Blood procured 
for them all the graces they received on earth and It is their reward 
and delight in heaven. 

O adorable Blood of our Redeemer!’ Thou art the Ocean of 
Divine mercy, our inexhaustible Treasure, the Furnace of love, the 
Source of our joy, the Refuge of the tempted, the Foundation of our 
strength, the Sustenance of our hope, the Fount of chastity, the Balm 
of wounded hearts, the Hope of the agonizing, the Reward and Delight 
of the saints. 


O Death, Where Is Thy Sting? 
ee 


lieves in Me, even if he die, shall live; and who- 
ever lives and believes in Me, shall never die” 
(John xi. 25). These sublime words were spoken 
by the lips of the Son of God beside the grave 
wherein the body of Lazarus had already lain 
four days. For Martha and Mary, they con- 
stituted the most solemn affirmation of the future 
resurrection, which raised up the courage and 
strengthened the hope of the afflicted sisters. 
These words are still, and will ever remain, a source of strength and 
hope to those who mourn the departed. 











72 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


It is not without reason that the Church repeats these words in the 
Office of the Dead and at the cemetery. Intoned as an antiphon at the 
beginning and recited in full at the end of the “Benedictus,” they frame 
the Canticle of Zachary, which, chanted at the open grave, is a promise 
of light to those who dwell in the shadow of death—a promise of 
that True Light, Christ, who enlightens every man that comes into this 
world. They are an assurance that those who have piously fallen asleep 
in the embrace of the Lord will repose in His light, because they live 
in Him and follow Him through the land of darkness into the bright- 
ness of eternal glory. 

To these faithful souls the gate of heaven will be opened as soon 
as the debts which they may still owe to God on account of earthly 
frailties and transgressions of His Commandments have been paid. 
The white robes and the crown of glory and the golden throne are 
ready for them. But always there are some who may have to wait a 
long time before being allowed to depart from the expiatory realms 
of purgatory. 2 

These souls in purgatory are God’s poor. Our prayers and good 
works offered up for them are alms which bring them relief. God 
deals with the poor souls as a mother deals with her child who is asked 
for an alms by a poor man. The child has nothing of its own to give 
the poor man, but it can ask its mother, who will not be likely to re- 
fuse her little one. The child hands the coin to the man, who thanks 
and blesses both the child who asks and the mother who gives. So it 
is with the poor souls. They know that we cannot help them of our- 
selves, but that we can ask God. God is pleased when we ask Him, 
just as the mother is pleased when her child shows pity and mercy. 
God leaves the holy souls in our care. It is His will to help them 
through us. And when we listen to their call and are kind to them 
for the love of God as well as for their own sake, we may be sure that 
they will not forget to bless and pray for us also. Souls already 
admitted to heaven, as well as the souls in purgatory, are, to a certain 
extent, nearer to us than when they were on earth. It is not death but 
sin which separates souls. The departed see and hear us through the 
goodness of God. Whilst still captives in their bodies, they often lived 
far away from us, for which reason it was difficult for us to communi- 
cate to them our joys and sorrows, our fears and dangers. Now, at 
all times and in all places, we can have recourse to them. 

Every Christian death is a wonderful gain, writes Monsignor Gay, 
commenting on the words of St. Paul to the Philippians: “Christ will 
be glorified in my body, whether through life or through death” (i. 20). 
A Christian death is a gain not only for God, to whom this death as- 
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sures the perfect possession of a creature, eternally loved and desired, 
laboriously sought, dearly bought; not only for this chosen creature 
whose death has brought him into the enjoyment of the Sovereign Good, 
but also for each one of us who in every saint acquires a friend and 
protector, a faithful and incomparably devoted brother and a zealous, 
indefatigable intercessor, who is ever listening to our supplications, and 
offering ever acceptable, ever efficacious prayers in our behalf. 

Death cannot always be understood in this light by superficial 
minds, nor even by those whose lives are only beginning to be im- 
pregnated with supernatural things. A holy priest once described 
the different impressions he had had regarding death during the course 
of his life: “For a long time I feared death, and was much troubled 
at the thought of it; my soul was oppressed by the thought and fled 
from it in terror. Today death no longer appears to me in its severe 
aspect. I can now look upon it in its grandeur and beauty. It is 
great and sublime when one meets it without flinching either to defend 
one’s faith or remain faithful to it; and greatest of all when it is 
sacrificed to God and obtains the martyr’s crown. Our model was 
Christ, who offered Himself as a Victim for the salvation of the human 
race. Since Christ died, death has been transfigured and clothed with 
a Divine charm. Who has not seen a holy soul take its flight without 
a murmur, and sweetly say good-bye to all it loved, accepting death 
as a loving friend and sleeping happily in its embrace? The solemn 
beauty of a happy death and the memory of the impressive scene can 
never be effaced from the memory of those who have beheld it.” 

Souls can be more united in death’ than in life, and this isa 
supreme consolation the world cannot give, but only God. 

Sweet and consoling is the holy thought of the dead. Cruel 
memories and heart-rending regrets vanish at the thought that the de- 
parted soul sees those left behind, knows what they suffer, what they 
desire, what is the depth of the. tenderness and love they feel towards 
it. But more still, the faithful soul is always ready to be a real 
and powerful protector and assistant to those who remain ‘behind. 
This protection is often revealed in palpable facts which can only be 
explained by the immediate intervention of the soul invoked. 

Let us, therefore, open the eyes of our soul and let us do as St. 
Augustine, who said: “I pray for the souls of the departed that when 
they have entered into eternal bliss they may not forget to pray for me.” 


Spiritual Vitamin for July 


Blessed and praised forever be Jesus who has saved us with His 
Precious Blood. 
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“My, pO Magnifies the pe Se 


Seen ete el 


ARY arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a town of Juda. And she entered the house of 
Zachary and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to pass, 
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that 
the babe in her womb leapt. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit... And Mary said, ‘My 
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 

God, my Savior!’” (Luke i. 39f.) 

The mystery of Mary’s Visitation, which St. Luke relates for us 
in this Gospel story, contains a wealth of instruction for our daily 
spiritual life. But it is particularly full of lessons which are applicable 
to those souls whom God deigns to call to a more intimate relationship 
with Himself by a vocation to the religious life. Let us reflect briefly 
on the actions of Our Lady in this mystery and on the results which 
followed in respect to God, to herself and to others. We will find each 
word of St. Luke’s account impregnated with supernatural light and 
grace, like sign posts pointing out the road that leads to God. 

When the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that her cousin, Eliza- 
beth, had conceived a son in her old age and was already in her sixth 
month, the Blessed Virgin was interiorly impelled by the Holy Spirit 
to go to the assistance of Elizabeth. This inspiration was but a gentle 
whisper, an inner impulse, a moving, conscious desire which Mary 
could have ignored, or she might have delayed before responding to 
it. In a similar manner the Holy Spirit makes known His will to every 
soul whom He guides and directs. To each one He gives impulses of 
grace, inspiring them to higher things, to a nobler life and to some 
whom He especially loves He constantly renews His gentle call to turn 
aside from the world and follow in the footsteps of Christ by embrac- 
ing the religious life. Ordinarily this call of grace is recognized by 
a persistent attraction, a desire for intimacy with Christ and a longing 
to devote oneself to the service of others for the love of Him. Whether 
or not the invitation of the Holy Spirit is followed or rejected depends 
upon the free will of the one who receives it. Mary heeded at once 
the voice of the Holy Spirit when He spoke within her, for St. Luke 
tells us she went “with haste.” Her promptitude teaches the lesson 
that no delay ought to be allowed to ensue before fulfilling the inspira- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, or in answering the call to the religious life. 

To do the will of God, which she so readily recognized, and to 
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fulfil the mission given to her, Our Lady was obliged to go “into the 
hill country.” The soul called to perfection and to the religious life 
must also pass over the “hill country,” which signifies the difficulties, 
the temptations and the oppositions which it encounters, and which 
prevent it from immediately “entering the city of Juda,” — the religious 
life. To overcome these obstacles the soul must exercise itself in the 
virtues which Mary exemplified — the virtues of faith and hope, of 
love and confidence. It is especially by the steps of love that it will 
be enabled to pass through the valley of doubt and fear which lies at 
the foot of the hill, and by the labor of humility and faith that it must 
make the ascent. 

When Mary entered the house of Zachary she saluted Elizabeth, 
and at her salutation, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost, for 
“grace was diffused on her lips,” as the Psalmist declares. Those who 
enter the religious life also obtain graces for others. They do not 
seek merely the salvation of their own soul, but are imbued with a 
strong desire to help others save theirs also. It was fraternal love 
which impelled Mary to go to Elizabeth. Those who truly love God 
are likewise imbued with deep fraternal love and desire to do all in 
their power to bring other souls to Him and assist them in the work of 
their salvation, for in this lies the truest form of love of one’s 
neighbor. Religious, by a life dedicated wholly to God, become chan- 
nels of grace to other souls. Like Mary, by works of charity performed 
directly for the good of others, they visit them, and through prayer 
and sacrifice it may be said “grace is diffused upon their lips.” 

It was not Elizabeth only who was filled with the Holy Ghost at 
the words of Mary’s salutation, but the soul of the yet unborn John 
the Baptist was also sanctified in preparation for his sublime mission. 
In being thus an instrument of grace and salvation to others, Mary 
could truly say: “My soul magnifies the Lord!” For the Lord is mag- 
nified not by any increase that human praise or human actions can 
confer upon Him, but by the increase of grace imparted to souls, 
whereby He dwells in fuller measure in the souls, which are created 
to His image and likeness. Mary, therefore, magnified the Lord in the 
soul of Elizabeth and in the soul of John the Baptist. Moreover, by 
her act of charity and the intense love of God which prompted it, she 
herself received an increase of grace, and thus the Lord was magnified 
also in her own soul. 

So every soul which practices charity, or any other virtue, whereby 
it imitates Christ and becomes more conformable to Him, participates 
in fuller measure in the love of God, according to the giving of Christ 
in whom it has pleased the Father that all the fulness of grace should 
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dwell. (Eph. iv. 7; Col. i. 19.) Thus the soul magnifies the Lord 
in itself and in the souls of those to whom it ministers. By every 
good work, by every virtue practiced, by every thought, every word, 
every prayer, every deed that increases grace in one’s own soul or is 
an instrument of grace to others, God is magnified. St. Bede says 
beautifully regarding Mary: “Mary’s soul magnifies God because her 
every affection for man is transferred to God by Divine praise and 
service.” St. Ambrose declares that the soul of Mary magnifies God 
in each one of us. 

Finally, in the mystery of the Visitation we are given to under- 
stand the joy that fills the soul which seeks God and God’s glory — 
a joy that is the hundredfold reward in this life that Jesus promised 
to those who leave all to follow Him, a joy and peace the world cannot 
give nor understand, a joy and peace which are the offspring of charity 
and the first fruits of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Joy and Peace. 
Mary reveals this joy to us in her words of exultation: “My spirit 
rejoices in God, my Savior.” This joy that flows from selfless love 
and sacrifice made for God is the reward of the faithful soul and it 
is like a crystal-pure stream, peaceful as the night and deep as the 
sea, flooding the whole life of those who do the will of God, a joy 
that is not necessarily sensible, but wholly spiritual and Divine. It is 
that blessedness which Our Lord meant when He said of His Mother: 
“Blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it.” 

Like all the other mysteries of Our Lord’s life, the Visitation is 
not merely a historical event of a dead past. It is a living and life- 
giving source of grace to souls who reflect upon it and are filled with 
its spirit. Virtue goes out from Jesus through the devout commemora- 
tion of His mysteries, as it went out from His Person during His mortal 
life, and gives to souls the power of participating in His Divine life 
and merits. So even today, virtue and grace go out from the mystery 
of the Visitation, and through its efficacy, God is magnified in souls, 
who are filled with the Holy Spirit, and rejoice that He who is mighty 
has done great things for them. 

May the Holy Spirit find every soul to whom He comes in His 
mysterious visitations of grace responsive as was Mary to His will. 
How many a simple and pure maiden does He seek out to make “blessed 
among women” by inviting her to become the “handmaid of the Lord” 
consecrated to His service in the religious life. How many a youth, 
perhaps poor, unknown and hidden like John from the eyes of the 
world, whom He sanctified for his vocation on the occasion of Our 
Lady’s visit to his mother, does He call to be the “precursor of the 
Lord” in the holy priesthood. 
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Young ladies of good Catholic families who feel inclined to con- 
secrate their life to God as a Perpetual Adorer of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament are invited to write for particulars regarding the life of the 
Benedictine Adorers. An explanatory booklet, “The Eucharistic 
Adorer,” will gladly be sent free upon request. Kindly address inquiries 
to: Reverend Mother M. Dolorosa, O. S. B., Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


A Word from Father Mateo 
ee 


S most of our readers know, Father Mateo, the Apostle of the 

Enthronement, has been in Canada since July Ist of last year, 
preaching the reign of the Sacred Heart to the bishops, priests and 
religious communities. The following excerpt from a letter written 
to the National Center of the Enthronement in England gives just a 
little glimpse of his work in Canada. 


I am still an invalid, which is not surprising, considering my age 
(70) and the infirmities it entails, besides overwork. Yet I am quite 
content, this cross being the outcome of my labor for the Apostolate. 
May Jesus count it as my supreme sacrifice for the spreading of His 
Reign, and thus my impotence will become powerful by suffering for 
His Love. 


In spite of ill health and sufferings, I am still preaching, though 
obliged to restrain my activity, the doctor having forbidden me to 
preach to large congregations. But I continue to address the clergy and 
seminarists, as these are by far the most important. I have just been 
giving two retreats to the bishops and fifteen others to priests, and 
the list of such retreats is increasing daily. I am, nevertheless, very 
broken down, and there is no hope of a cure. However, I look upon 
it as a great privilege to be able to say Mass and preach retreats to the 
clergy, even if I can do nothing else. 


Please ask your Night Adorers to help me by their prayers and 
sacrifices. Tell them I remember them all when offering up the Holy 
Sacrifice and I bless them and their families. May they do their utmost 
to increase the number of friends and apostles of the Sacred Heart. 


(“The Tabernacle and the Home”’) 


We solicit the continued prayers of our dear readers in behalf of 
Father Mateo and his apostolate, and for his co-workers among the 
Fathers of the Sacred Hearts who, with admirable zeal and self-sacrifice, 
are preaching the reign of the Sacred Heart through the Enthronement 
and Night Adoration in the Home. - 














now and Explain Your Catholic Fraith 


ele 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins (Continued) 


ee 
The Solace of Confession 


HAT an inestimable mercy of the Savior’s loving Heart is the 
forgiveness of our sins in confession, in spite of the ordeal to 
which it puts our human pride! Although our sorrow lacks 

perfection, our compassionate High Priest supplies the shortage with 
His Heart’s Blood and admits us to His love and friendship, which our 
very misery has forced us once more to seek. Would any other friend 
do the like upon the same easy terms? Man, if offended by his fellow- 
man, may be willing to forgive once or twice. If the offense is com- 
mitted again, it is questionable whether pardon will be granted a third 
time. Not so with God. He knows that we are formed of the dust of 
the earth. He knows that our weakness and misery inclines us to fall 
so easily into sin, and taking this into account, He has made it possible 
for us to return to Him, not once only, but, as Our Lord Himself says, 
“seventy times seven times’ (Matt. xviii. 22); that is to say, an indef- 
inite number of times. His severity is not as severe and unrelenting 
as that of man. He will pardon the repentant sinner in the sacrament 
of penance as often as he asks for forgiveness. 

Many a ruined, hopeless soul in our slum-dens of iniquity would 
hope again did it but know this “gift of God,’ this astounding moral 
miracle by which a whole life of sin and degradation may be blotted out 
by only one brief space of self-humiliation, endured in sympathetic 
secrecy, and by a few brief words of forgiveness from the unreproachful 
lips of a Catholic priest. 

Cardinal Newman speaks thus of the solace of confession: “How 
many are the souls in distress, anxiety or loneliness whose one need is 
to find a being to whom they can pour out their feelings unheard by the 
world! Tell them out they must. They cannot tell them out to those 
whom they see every hour. They want to tell them and not to tell 
them; and they want to tell them out, yet be as if they were not told. 
They wish to tell them to one who is strong enough to bear them, yet 
not too strong to despise them. They wish to tell them to one who can 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 79 


at once advise and sympathize with them. They wish to relieve them- 
selves of a load, to gain a solace, to receive the assurance that there is 
one who thinks of them and one to whom in thought they can recur, to 
whom they can betake themselves, if necessary, from time to time, 
while they are in the world. 

“How many a Protestant heart would leap at the news of such a 
benefit, putting aside all distinct ideas of a sacramental ordinance, or 
of a grant of pardon and the conveyance of grace! If there is a heav- 
enly idea in the Catholic Church, looking at it simply as an idea, surely, 
next after the Blessed Sacrament, confession is such. And such is it 
ever found, in the very act of kneeling, the low and contrite voice, the 
Sign of the Cross hanging, so to say, over the head bowed low and the 
words of peace and blessing. 

“Oh, what a soothing charm is there, which the world can neither 
give nor take away! Oh, what piercing, heart-rending tranquillity, 
provoking tears of joy, is poured almost substantially and physically 
upon the soul — the oil of gladness, as Scripture calls it — when the 
penitent at length rises, reconciled to his God, sins rolled away forever! 
This is confession as it is in fact.’’ 

Yes, the human heart cries out for confession with an insistence 
even greater than that of the voice of religion. Not seldom has it hap- 
pened that criminals who had succeeded in escaping the vengeance of 
the law were so tortured by a self-accusing conscience that they finally 
sought and found relief from their mental anguish by voluntarily sur- 
rendering themselves to the officers of justice and making an open 
confession of their guilt. Life, under the torture of a guilty conscience 
which pursued them day and night, was to them more painful and 
intolerable than the prospect of the punishment that would be meted 
out to thém by the court of justice. One criminal who had thus con- 
fessed a murder he had committed stated on the following day that this 
was the first night he had had a sound and peaceful slumber since he 
had committed the deed. 

If such an acknowledgment affords relief to a person guilty of a 
crime, how much more tranquilizing to the transgressor is a contrite 
confession in the tribunal of penance, where the sinner not only un- 
burdens his conscience but receives in the absolution of the priest the 
absolute guarantee of God’s forgiveness. 

“TIT have seen the man,’”’ writes Bishop Gibbons, ‘‘whose conscience 
was laden with the accumulated sins of many years. Upon his counten- 
ance were stamped guilt and shame, remorse and confusion. There he 
stood by the confessional with a downcast mien, ashamed, like the 
Publican, to cast his eyes to heaven. He glided into the little mercy- 
seat. No human ear will ever learn what there transpired, because the 
revelations in the confessional are a sealed book. But during the mo- 
ments spent with his confessor, a resurrection occurred more gracious 
and miraculous than the raising of Lazarus from the tomb — it was 
the resurrection from the grave of sin of a soul that had long lain worm- 
eaten. During these precious moments a ray from heaven dispelled the 
darkness and gloom from that self-accuser’s mind, the genial warmth 
of the Holy Spirit melted his frozen heart and the purifying influence 
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of the same Spirit that had come upon the Apostles ‘like a mighty 
wind from heaven,’ scattered the poisonous atmosphere in which he had 
lived, and filled his soul with Divine grace. And when he came out 
there was quickness in his movements and joy in his countenance and 
new light in his eyes. And had you asked him, ‘Why this change?’ 
he would have answered: ‘Because I was lost and I am found; having 
been dead, I am come to life again.’ ”’ 

One of the sources of mental anguish common probably to the 
vast majority of mankind is their consciousness of doing at times what 
they know to be morally wrong, and then experiencing the gnawing of 
remorse. If this worm of remorse gnaws persistently at the individual’s 
peace of mind, not only will the person’s happiness be seriously dis- 
turbed, but the very health of his mind and even of his body is apt 
to be affected. Now, not only religious leaders, but experts in psy- 
chology and medicine also, recognize the fact that in this regard the 
confessional exercises a most wholesome and healing influence. 

Penitents at times enter the confessiona] so visibly disturbed in 
mind that their voices quaver and break, sighs of anguish escape them 
and tears even course down their cheeks. After their confession is 
completed, and they receive the absolution of the priest, and hear from 
him words of counsel and encouragement to rise and strive again with 
renewed courage and faith in God’s abiding help, they leave the con- 
fessional enjoying a calmness, a peace of mind and a courage that has 
transformed them into new men and women. 

It is not to be wondered at, then, that the restoration of the con- 
fessional to Protestant churches is being strongly urged by many Prot- 
estant clergymen and leaders, and that various substitutes have been 
sought for the confessional. In a book on mental hygiene, which is con- 
sidered a classic on the subject, the authors, who are non-Catholics, 
have this to say: “Protestantism needs to develop a better method of 
dealing with personal guilt than public confession of general sinfulness. 
There is a craving to particularize the guilt to get definitely rid of the 
burden, and this impulse at present is adequately recognized only by 
the Roman Catholic confession.” 

Speaking before more than a thousand ministers at an annual meet- 
ing of the Greater New York Federation of Churches, a distinguished 
Baptist clergyman strongly urged the restoration of the confessional 
to Protestant churches. ‘‘We Protestants are losing more,’ he said, 
“than we have any business to lose by not coming in closer contact 
with the individual. When a Catholic would take his mental troubles 
to his priest, the Protestant would go to a psychoanalyst or like 
specialist... The confessional, which Protestantism threw out the door, 
is coming back through the window, in utterly new forms, to be sure, 
with new methods and with an entirely new intellectual explanation 
appropriate to the Protestant churches, but motivated by a real deter- 
mination to help meet the inward problems of individuals. 

“Clergymen are giving different names to this form of activity, 
such as ‘trouble clinics,’ ‘personal conferences on spiritual problems,’ 
‘the Protestant confessional.’ The name makes little difference. What 
does matter is the renewed awareness in the churches that they are 
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in danger of surrendering to the psychoanalyst that vast field of 
human need where the confession of sin-and spiritual misery is met 
with sympathetic and intelligent treatment...’’ 

While it must be admitted that the mere disclosure of sin to a 
sympathetic friend or to a psychoanalyst has a soothing effect upon 
the mind of the individual, we Catholics know that the sacrament of 
confession has a far greater and more beneficial effect because it not 
only permits the confession of sins, but gives to the penitent that which 
he craves above all else — the assurance of God’s pardon. It is this 
latter element which, far more than the former, restores peace and 
tranquillity to the troubled soul, There is a craving, it is true, to con- 
fess one’s guilt; but the far deeper and more insistent craving is for the 
remission of the guilt. This is the real reason why the confessional 
exercises such a marvelous influence upon the mental health of penitents. 


Every Catholic will view with sympathy the desire of leaders of 
Protestantism to restore the confessional to their churches. But he 
cannot fail to perceive that the confessional will yield but a small frac- 
tion of its rich therapeutic value until Protestants likewise restore the 
doctrine upon which the confessional is founded, namely, the actual 
forgiveness of the sins confessed to the properly accredited ambassador 
of Almighty God. 

It was this important truth which a discerning Anglican scholar, 
the Rev. Dr, John Rathbone Oliver, expressed in an article on psychia- 
try some years ago, when he said: “It is an utter misunderstanding 
of the situation to imagine that the Protestant can ever undo the dam- 
age of the ‘outlawing of the confessional.’ It is possible that a Pres- 
byterian or a Methodist pastor might set up in his church a so-called 
‘confessional box’; he might sit on one side of it behind the grating, 
and might listen to the outpourings of the sins and troubles of some 
members of his congregation. No doubt the person who there poured 
out his soul might be benefited by the procedure; might get helpful 
advice and go away feeling happier. But all the confessional boxes 
in the world could not bring back to the Protestant bodies the one 
thing that really matters — the one thing that is more important than 
confession — than all the confessional boxes in the world — the thing 
that Catholics call ‘absolution.’ 


“It is the ‘absolution’ that gives to the confessional its great power 
to help and to heal. It is the Sacrament of Penance, in which by the 
power that our Lord Jesus Christ has left upon earth to absolve all 
sinners who truly repent and believe in Him, the priest, acting in 
Christ’s name and by His authority, ‘absolves from sin’ —— in which he, 
as it were, pours upon the head of the penitent the Precious Blood that 
was shed upon the Cross, in the one perfect sacrifice, oblation and sat- 
isfaction for the sins of the whole world. And where there is no priest- 
hood, there is no absolving priest; where there is no absolving priest, 
there is no absolute blotting out of all past sin, no complete restoration 
to God’s grace and no complete forgiveness. To the Catholic every 
confession and absolution is a fresh start. He begins his Christian life 
all over again. All past guilt is wiped out, and fresh grace is given 
him to start on the road of life once more.” . To be continued 
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Intercourse with Others 
SOMOS 
», EOPLE are prone to be influenced by the words and 
f actions of those about them, and so much so that often- 
times some are inclined to believe that it would be an 
easy matter for them to always do what is right if it 
were not necessary to have intercourse with others. In 
such intercourse it often happens that they become vexed 
or irritated, lose patience and say unkind words, or perhaps they even 
take a bad example from conduct which is not exemplary. It is cer- 
tain that many are hindered, too, by their fellow-men from doing good, 
either through human respect or lack of a determined will, or lack of 
clear-cut principles. How many Christians hear unbecoming conver- 
sations, become familiarized with the fashionable principles of conduct 
which are contrary to faith and morals, and imbibe the prevailing spirit 
of a degenerate society, all of which lead them astray from the path 
of true virtue. Many, conscious of the contagion of a sin-infected 
world, even doubt that it is possible for them to lead a good Christian 
life in its midst. They think that only by entering a monastery or 
convent is it possible to live according to the spirit of Christ. Of 
course, not having an attraction for the religious life, they do not 
enter the monastery or convent, but consider themselves excused before- 
hand in many things which tend to corrupt their faith and lessen its 
practice. Such as these imagine that there is a different spirituality 
for those in the cloister from that of people living in the world. 
There is much truth in this view, that man cannot be or remain 
good among men if he does not live in close union with Christ. After 
having spent any length of time in intercourse with others, one really 
ought to go to the tabernacle to again become united with Our Lord. 
The world is full of vain, delusory thoughts, directed entirely to earthly 
things and governed by self-interest. It is beyond doubt that these 
thoughts also have an influence upon good-intentioned Christians. They 
are flattered by them, and drawn by them into the bustle of the world. 
There is need of a great spiritual understanding in order not to be 
led astray. For him, however, who walks in the consciousness of the 
presence of God, the danger is less great. He understands what thoughts 
and manner of speech or action are opposed to the spirit of Jesus. He 
will not be led into error, for he has a very fine feeling for all that 
is improper, sinful and vicious. To him is given the gift which St. 
Paul calls “discernment of spirits.” 





Can anyone doubt that the more closely a soul is united with 
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Christ by recollection, prayer and frequent Holy Communion, the more 
true and refined will be his feelings towards his fellow creatures? It 
is certain that the spirit of the world cannot enter into such souls as 
long as they are united with Christ. It is likewise an oft-confirmed 
experience that persons who do stray from their Faith and religious 
practice, first grew cold in their love for the Holy Eucharist, then 
gradually fell away from religious duties, neglected prayer and finally 
lost the precious inheritance of the Catholic Faith. When the per- 
petual light of the Eucharist grew dim and finally was extinguished 
in them, the enemy of the soul had easy access into its dark apartment. 
But as long as a soul preserves its First Communion sentiment, it is 
proof against every temptation; with every Holy Communion its Eucha- 
ristic love increases, its faith and confidence in God grows stronger 
and the doors and windows of its heart are barred to the enemy. 

Before one goes among others—and this must be done every 
day —he ought first to unite himself with Christ, be it only by an 
ejaculatory prayer or by a Eucharistic thought. Then he will be armed, 
as it were, with a shield of mail against worldly contagion and the 
spiritual ruin that follows in its train. Then if evil words are uttered 
in his hearing they will rebound powerless to hurt him. Flattering 
temptations will not be able to blind his eyes which glow with Eucha- 
ristic fire. His very presence will create a holy fear and reverence 
in those about him, so that no one will dare to act with impropriety 
or with brazen disregard of right and truth. He will have the courage 
to speak fearlessly in defense of the Faith and Christian morals when 
it may be necessary. His convictions will make him strong and un- 
conquerable in the face of mockery. His determination and firmness 
of character will lead others to esteem him, and may even be the begin- 
ning of their own improvement. For just because there abound in the 
world characters who are lacking in firm principles, who are cowardly 
and weak of will, one who possesses idealism and candor of speech 
makes on that world an impression so much the more lasting and 
fruitful. “Even so let your light shine before men in order that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” 
(Matt. v. 16). 





In honor of the Precious Blood, have a lighted candle placed before 
the Blessed Sacrament during July. For an offering of 50 cents, a large 
wax candle will be burned a day and a night for your intention before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed in any of our Eucharistic 
Sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire month. 




















The Sacrament and the Virtue of Penance 


(This beautiful and consoling chapter from “Christ, the Life of 
the Soul’ by Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B., is intended as supple- 
mentary reading to the Tenth Article of the Apostles’ Creed which is 
being explained in the current issues of this magazine.) 


mee’ ae 


N explaining the symbolism of baptism to the first Chris- 
tians, St. Paul writes to them that they must no longer, 
through sin, let the Divine life received from Christ die 
in them, “that we may no longer be slaves of sin” 
(Rom. vi. 6).* The Council of Trent says: “If our grati- 

tude towards God, who has made us His children by baptism, were 

equal to this ineffable gift, we should keep the grace received in this 
first sacrament intact and pure.” 





There are privileged souls, truly blessed, that never lose the Divine 
life. But for others, for those who succumb to sin, is there no means 
of recovering grace, of rising anew to the life brought to us by Christ? 
Yes, this means exists in the sacrament of penance, instituted by Christ 
Jesus, the Man-God. It is a wonderful monument of Divine wisdom 
and mercy in which God has harmonized these two things: He finds 
in it His glory, while, at the same time, He grants us forgiveness. 


You know that magnificent Collect which the Church, guided by 


*We have substituted the English translation of Scripture texts 
where the author uses the’ Latin. 
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the Holy Ghost, places on our lips in the Mass for the tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost: “OQ God, who dost manifest Thy almighty power 
above all in showing pardon and pity, multiply upon us Thy mercy.” 
That is a revelation God gives us by the mouth of His Church. It is 
in forgiving us, in having pity, that God shows above all His power. 
In another Collect, the Church says it is one of God’s most exclusive 
properties “always to have mercy and to spare.” 

Pardon presupposes debts to be forgiven; pity and mercy can 
only exist where there is misery. What is the meaning of the word: 
misericordia? It is the taking, in some manner, of the misery of others 
into one’s own heart. Now God is goodness itself and infinite love. 
“God is charity” (1 John iv. 8); and in the presence of misery, His 
goodness and love become mercy. That is why we say to God: “O 
God, Thou art my mercy” (Ps. lviii. 18). 

In the Collect I have just quoted, the Church beseeches God “to 
multiply upon us His mercy.” Why is that? Because our miseries 
are immense. It is of them we can say: Abyssus abyssum invocat — 
the abyss of our miseries, of our faults, of our sins, calls upon the 
abyss of Divine mercy. We are all indeed miserable, we are all sinners, 
some more than others; it is only a question of degree. “In many 
things we all offend,” says the Apostle St. James (iii. 2); and St. 
John says: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us” (1 John i. 8). He goes even farther, fr he adds 
that if we say this “we make God a liar” (Ibid. i. 10). Why? Because 
God obliges us all to say: “Forgive us our trespasses.” God would 
not oblige us to make this demand if we had no debts. We are all 
sinners; this is so true that the Council of Trent has condemned those 
who say it is possible to avoid all sin, even venial sin, without a special 
privilege from God such as was granted to the Blessed Virgin ey 
Therein lies our misery. 

But this misery must not discourage us. God knows it and that 
is why He has compassion on us “as a father hath compassion on his 
children” (Ps. cii. 13). For He knows that not only are we taken 
out of nothing, but formed of the dust of the earth. He knows this 
mass of flesh and blood, of muscles and nerves, of misery and weak- 
ness that constitutes a human being and inclines us to fall so easily into 
sin; and taking this into account, He has made it possible for us to 
return to Him not once only, but as Our Lord says, “seventy times 
seven” (Matt. xviii. 22); that is to say, an indefinite number of times. 

God places His glory in relieving our misery, in forgiving our 
faults; He wills to be glorified in manifesting His mercy towards us 
because His beloved Son has satisfied for us. Throughout eternity, says 
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St. John, we shall sing a canticle to God and to the Lamb. And what 
will that canticle be? Will it be the Sanctus of the angels? God 
did not spare those that rebelled; from the moment of their first re- 
volt, He cast them down forever, because they had not these weaknesses, 
these miseries, that are our lot. The faithful angels sing the holiness 
of God, the holiness that could not for an instant suffer the defection 
of the rebels. But as for us, what will our song be? ... That of 
God’s mercy: “Misericordias Domini in aeternum cantabo — The 
mercies of the Lord I will sing forever” (Ps. lxxxviii. 2). This verse 
of the Psalmist will be like the refrain of the canticle of love we shall 
sing to God. We shall sing also to the Lamb. And what shall we 
sing to Him? “Redemisti nos, Domine, in sanguine tuo — Thou hast 
redeemed us, O Lord Jesus, in Thy Precious Blood” (Apoc. v. 9) ; 
“Thou hast had such pity on us that Thou didst shed Thy Blood to 
save us from our miseries, to free us from our sins, as we say every 
day in Thy Name at Mass: ‘This is the Chalice of My Blood which 
was shed for the remission of sins.’ ” 

Yes, there is great glory due to God for this mercy He uses 
towards the sinners who make their claim through the satisfactions of 
His Son, Jesus. Hence we can understand that one of the greatest 
affronts that can be made to God is to doubt of the mercy‘and pardon 
He gives us through Jesus Christ. 

However, after baptism, this pardon is only granted to us if we 
bring forth “fruits worthy of penance” (Luke iii. 8). In this, says 
the Council of Trent, there is a great difference between baptism 
and the sacrament of penance. For an adult, it is true, baptism re- 
quires the detestation of sin and the resolution to shun it, but no 
special acts of satisfaction or reparation are demanded of him. Read 
the rite of baptism. You will find no mention of any work of penance 
to be accomplished. It is the total and absolute remission of sin and 
the penalty incurred by sin. Why is that? Because this sacrament, 
the first as to date, constitutes the first fruits of the Blood of Jesus 
given to the soul. 

But, continues the Council, if after baptism, after we have been 
grafted upon Christ Jesus, after we have been “delivered from the 
slavery of sin and of the devil and have become temples of the Holy 
Ghost, we voluntarily fall again into sin, we can only recover grace 
and life on the condition of doing penance; thus has it been established 
by Divine Justice, as is most fitting.” 

Now, penance may be considered as a sacrament, and also as a 
virtue that manifests itself by acts proper to it. Let us say a few 
words about both. 
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The Sacrament of Penance 


The sacrament was instituted by Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, to restore to us the life of grace when it has been lost after bap- 
tism; it contains in itself unlimited grace of forgiveness. But in order 
that it may act in the soul, all obstacles opposed to this action must 
be removed. And what is the obstacle? Sin and attachment to sin. 


The sinner must make the avowal of his sin ~ integral avowal as 
to mortal sin; then he must destroy the attachment to sin by contrition 
and the acceptation of the imposed satisfaction. 

As you know, contrition is the most important of all these essential 
elements, as regards the penitent. Even if the accusation of sin should 
be materially impossible, the necessity of contrition would remain. 
Why is that? Because by sin the soul turned away from God to take 
pleasure in the creature; if we wish God to communicate Himself to 
us anew and restore life to us, we must repudiate any attachment to 
the creature in order to turn again towards God. This act includes the 
detestation of sin and the firm purpose of no more committing it; 
otherwise the detestation of sin would not be sincere. Such is con- 
trition. As the word indicates, it is a sentiment of sorrow that crushes 
the soul, enlightened as to its unhappy state and its offence against 
God, and that causes it to return to Him. 

Contrition is perfect when the soul is sorrowful for having offended 
God who is Infinite Goodness. This perfection proceeds from the motive 
which is the highest possible, namely, the Divine Majesty. But it goes 
without saying that this contrition, perfect in its nature, admits of a 
whole series of degrees in its intensity. Whatever be the degree of 
intensity, the act of contrition, being perfect in its motive, effaces the 
mortal sin at the moment that the soul makes this act. But in the 
present economy, in virtue of the positive precept ordained by Christ, 
the accusation of mortal sins remains obligatory when it is possible. 

Imperfect contrition, such as proceeds from the shame felt on 
account of the sin, of the chastisement merited by sin and of the loss 
of eternal beatitude, has not of itself this effect of effacing mortal sin; 
it suffices to do so, with the absolution given by the priest. 


These are the truths I must simply recall to you. But there is 
one important point to which I want to draw your attention. Outside of 
confession, contrition already places the soul in opposition to sin; the 
hatred of sin to which contrition gives rise constitutes the beginning of 
the destruction of sin. This act is in itself pleasing to God. 

In the sacrament of penance, contrition (as moreover, the other 
acts of the penitent: accusation of faults and satisfaction) bears a 
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sacramental character. What does this signify? In every sacrament, 
the infinite merits gained for us by Christ are applied to the soul in 
order to produce the special grace contained in the sacrament. The 
grace of the sacrament of penance is to destroy sin in the soul, to 
weaken the remnants of sin and to restore life; or if there are only 
venial faults, to remit them and increase grace. In this sacrament, the 
hatred of sin felt by Christ in His agony and upon the Cross: “Thou 
hast loved justice, and hated iniquity” (Ps. xliv. 8) — passes into our 
soul, there to produce the destruction of sin. This destruction of sin 
effected by Christ’s substitution of Himself for us in His Passion is 
reproduced in the penitent. Contrition remains what it is even outside 
the sacrament: i. e. an instrument of death to sin; but in the sacrament 
Christ’s merits give to this instrument, as it were, infinite and supreme 
efficacy. It is at this moment that Christ washes our soul in His Precious 


Blood. To be continued 


Mexican Martyrs 


ee ea ed 


aa?’ MONG the Lives of the Saints, there are none which hold 
a deeper fascination for or exert a more powerful influ- 
ence upon the minds of Christians than the annals of 
those glorious heroes who fearlessly shed their blood 
in the confession of their Faith. From the accounts of 
the martyrs of the early Christian centuries, when a 
succession of blood-thirsty tyrants invented every species 
of torture to shake the faith of the confessors of Christ, 
only to be met with a dauntless courage that resisted even unto the 
most painful and ignominious death, down to the numberless Christian 
heroes of our own days, who in Mexico, Spain and other Catholic coun- 
tries, have laid down their lives with equal heroism, there is a vivid 
appeal which grips the heart and seems to communicate to the reader 
some of the courage and zeal which animated those heroes of the Faith 
as they died with the exultant cry upon their lips: ‘Long live Christ, 
our King!” 

With this thought in mind, we will present to the readers of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory’ from time to time, sketches of Mexican 
martyrs who died for Christ during the fierce persecution under Plu- 
tarco Elias Calles between 1926 and 1930. These will be taken from 
a small book entitled ‘Mexican Martyrs,’’ published in 1930, whose 
author, a priest laboring in Mexico for a number of years prior to his 
expulsion from that country in the first year of the religious persecution 
under the Carranza regime, now lives in the United States. The sketches 
forming the little volume are almost exclusively German translations 
and summaries of reports made by entirely reliable eyewitnesses and 
published in some Catholic magazines or in pamphlet form, in the 
Spanish language, shortly after the events took place. Some additional 
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details were received by the author from personal correspondents. 

Though not officially numbered among the Church’s martyr-saints, 
may we not believe without hesitation that these heroes are joined to 
that glorious band of white-robed saints ‘“‘who follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goes,” waving their palms of victory and singing the 
canticle of His everlasting praise? ‘Greater love than this no one 
has,” said Our Lord, “than that one lay down his life for his friends” 
(John xv. 14). And if perfect love of God is the supreme test of sanc- 
tity, surely the aureola of sanctity must encircle the brows of those 
heroic souls who willingly sealed their love for God with their heart’s 
blood. 

It seemed fitting to commence these sketches in the month of July, 
which honors the Precious Blood of Christ shed in infinite love for the 
world’s redemption. For as Christ shed His Blood for them, these, 
His faithful disciples, willingly shed their blood for Him in return, in 
proof of their unflinching fidelity and their undying love for Him. 


Foreword to “Mexican Martyrs’ 


Long, very long is the list of Mexican Martyrs produced during 
the four-year reign of terror of Calles. But censorship was rigid, piti- 
less, revengeful, and therefore only a fragment of the many horrible 
executions which took place could be communicated by eyewitnesses 
to the outer world, and that only gradually. The greater part of the 
long list of many hundreds of Catholics of all classes and conditions, 
particularly of many simple persons of the lower classes, who fell vic- 
' tims of the persecution in one way or another, will likely remain God’s 
secret until the last judgment. 

And yet, the portion of. that list which has been made known, 
though small in comparison with the whole, is in itself still very great. 
And oh, how beautiful, how uplifting, how touching are the annals of 
the martyrdoms of these modern blood-witnesses of Christ! The reader 
of their heroic deeds must needs confess: The fragrance of the cata- 
combs envelops them, a heavenly perfume exhales from their pages. 
Rightly did our Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, compare these modern 
heroes to those of the early Christian centuries, when he exhorted the 
whole world to pray for the persecuted Catholics of Mexico... 

In using the expressions ‘‘Martyr,”’ ‘‘Witness of the faith,” etc., I 
submit without reserve to the judgment of Holy Church in such matters. 

With the exception of Joseph Garcia Farfan, all those whose deaths 
I shall recount received the crown of martyrdom after August Ist, 
1926. Let the reader take note of this date. For it was on August 
1st, 1926, that the laws enacted by Calles became effective, which obliged 
priests either to become apostates and traitors to the Chair of 
Peter by signing the document presented by the civil authorities, or, 
under threat of severe punishment, to discontinue the exercise of their 
priestly ministry, even privately. As a consequence, the Bishops, with 
the approval of Rome, suspended religious worship and withdrew their 
priests from the churches. After that fatal Ist day of August, the 
priests had to labor for souls secretly and under the most dangerous 
conditions. More than 200 were discovered and sent to a cruel death. 
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That same ist day of August, 1926 may be designated also as 
the day on which the strife between the League for the Defense of Reli- 
gious Freedom and the Association Catolica de Jovenes Mexicanos (com- 
monly designated as the A.C.J.M.) on the one hand, and the hostile 
government on the other, flamed up with new fury. The weapons 
which the League and the A.C.J.M. employed were peaceful. They were 
speeches, leaflets, protests, etc. The Government and its agents struck 
at the leaders of these groups, killed a great number of them as well 
as of the members, severely punished those who distributed leaflets, etc. 
Not even children were spared. One little girl who had distributed such 
leaflets was cast into a prison in the capital, in the cold, damp dungeon 
of which she contracted pneumonia and died. J.M.T. 


Jose Garcia Farfan 
% July 21, 1926 


Jose Garcia Farfan, a model Catholic, already advanced in years, 
owned a small store in the city of Puebla. Fearlessly he displayed 
Catholic publications in the window, together with a large sheet of 
paper on which was printed in large letters: VIVA CRISTO REY 
(Live, Christ the King). On July 20, 1926, even before the laws of 
Calles went into force, General A., the commanding officer of the city’s 
troops, passed by the place and noticed the paper with its inscription. 
Infuriated, he entered the store and ordered Jose Farfan to remove it. 
A short though courteous ‘‘No’’ was the only answer. Still more en- 
raged, the General began to rebuke the old man roughly and to mistreat 
him. Farfan, however, who was equally energetic in defending his 
manly dignity and his religious rights, cleverly evaded the grasp of 
the tyrant. An officer, doubtless wishing to ingratiate himself with 
his superior, fired his pistol at him, without, however, killing him. At 
the command of the General, Don Jose was then taken to one of the 
barracks. Despite the fact that the person involved was a civilian, a 
military trial was speedily arranged, and the prisoner was condemned 
to death. All efforts of his friends to free him were useless. 

Already on the following day, while it was yet dark, he was taken 
from the barracks, placed on a wagon, and under the escort of an 
officer and twenty soldiers, driven toward the place of execution. But 
the bloodthirsty executioners could not restrain themselves until they 
reached their destination. Halting in one of the streets of the city, 
they shot their victim, knocked out his teeth and left him there to die... 

Meanwhile a very significant incident occurred at the store. After 
Don Jose had been arrested, General A. tore up the pamphlets which 
lay in the window, and behold, a slip of paper stuck to the window-pane, 
on which was printed: ‘God alone dies not, and never will die. Christ 
lives, Christ reigns, Christ conquers.” 


Don Luis G. Batis, Priest 
j% August 15, 1926 


In the Archdiocese of Durango — not in the state so named, but 
rather in the state of Zacatecas — is the village of Chalchihuites, hav- 
ing no commercial or political importance, yet doubtless beloved by God 
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because of the Christian spirit of its inhabitants and their devotedness 
to their priests. In 1926, when the laws promulgated by Calles went 
into effect, the Rev. Luis G. Batis was pastor of the little parish. He 
was a man of great mental culture and of still greater virtue. His 
gentleness, his love for his neighbor and his zeal for souls had won 
the hearts of all from the beginning. His fervent devotion to the 
Sacred Heart and to the Blessed Virgin were likewise outstanding. He 
interested himself in social welfare and reorganized the A.C.J.M. (the 
society of Catholic Mexican youth) which throughout the Republic of 
Mexico brought forth such wonderful fruits and gave heaven so many 
martyrs during the persecution. 

General Eulogio Ortiz, who already before the 1st of August, 1926, 
had shown himself a bloodthirsty persecutor of the Church, was at 
that time chief of the military operations in the states of Durango and 
Zacatecas. The good people of Chalchihuites knew his attitude only 
too well, and were greatly concerned about their beloved pastor. They 
held a meeting to discuss what means they might employ for his safety. 
They begged him to say Holy Mass only in his rectory, and to exercise 
his priestly duties with the greatest caution. The young men of the 
A.C.J.M. formed a bodyguard, to watch over him constantly and to 
bring him to safety at the least sign of danger. Yet all this was to be 


in vain. 
The commander of the village garrison, a worthy companion of 


Ortiz, received orders from “higher authority’ to bring the pastor 
captive to Durango, and to shoot him if the people resisted the execu- 
tion of this command. During the night between the 14th and 15th 
of August, as the peaceful citizens of the village lay sleeping, the 
soldiers broke into the rectory and found the pastor wrapt in deep 
slumber. They awakened him and commanded him to get up and 
dress, and to hand over to them the Mass vestments and the sacred 
vessels. Preserving his calmness even under such circumstances, the 
priest quietly asked on what charge he was being arrested. But the 
villains did not answer him. They were too much taken up with plun- 
dering the rectory. In the next room they came upon the three youths 
of the A.C.J.M. — Manuel Morales, Salvador Lara and David Roldan — 
who were guarding their loved pastor. Amid satanic laughter and 
brutal treatment they brought them, together with the pastor, to the 
commander. In vain the citizens of the town sought to obtain their 
release. 

At five o’clock the next morning the whole town was in an uproar, 
and with loud voices clamored for the return of their pastor and the 
three young men, Eyewitnesses say that the faithful shepherd of souls 
then said to the commander: “Kill me, if you like; but for God’s sake 
do not harm these young men. This one (Manuel Morales) is married 
and has a wife and three small children, and these other two are the 
only support of their families. If you kill them you will leave their 
aged mothers without any means of support.” But Manuel Morales 
immediately spoke up: ‘Reverend Father, I will gladly sacrifice my 
life, or rather, I will give it back to God. He will certainly watch over 
my wife and children with loving care. May His holy will be done in 
all things.” 
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Salvador Lara and David Roldan likewise declared: ‘Reverend 
Father, you know well that we too wish to die with you, for so we 
shall die for Christ.” 

Father Batis ended with these words: ‘Let us die then for God’s 
cause! Our death matters nothing. Others will live to see the triumph 
of the Church. Long live Christ the King!” 


But the crowd became more and more turbulent and was deter- 
mined at any price to obtain the release of the prisoners. Thereupon 
the commander had the latter led out through a back door of the 
barracks to a waiting car. The people noticed this, and, armed with 
old pistols, rusty guns, sticks and stones, ran after the auto. But in 
a short time the car had outdistanced them, and the soldiers who were 
riding in it with the prisoners mocked at the despairing people with 
disgusting marks of ridicule. 


Suddenly the auto halted, a soldier alighted and came toward the 
people with a white cloth attached to his bayonet, as if he wished to 
make terms with them. They gathered around him hopefully, and he 
told them he had orders to ask if they really wished the return of the 
pastor and his companions to Chalchihuites. Joyfully they answered 
as with one voice: “Yes, we want them!” — “Well,” said the soldier, 
“wait a minute and we will bring the pastor back.’”’ And he departed 
slowly, as if ashamed of the task he was about to perform. 


The good people waited. But scarcely had the soldier returned 
to his commander when the latter gave orders that the prisoners be 
shot at once. “Viva Cristo Rey!” cried the martyrs; shots resounded, 
and the pastor and Manuel Morales fell lifeless to the ground. The 
people lunged forward to raise up the bodies and to punish the mur- 
derers, but the villains had already jumped into the auto and sped 
away. 

A little farther on they stopped again, alighted from the car and 
shot Salvador Lara and David Rolden. Then they fled — despicable 
cowards that they were — before the wrath of the people. It was 
the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, 1926. 


The Demand Is Still Great 


T HE demand for good literature is still great among the men of our 
armed forces. Both Chaplains and servicemen make repeated 
applications to us for booklets and copies of our magazine to distribute 
among the men in the camps, and testify to-the good accomplished by 
them. Yes, even non-Catholic chaplains have written to express their 
appreciation and to ask for more booklets for the Catholic men in their 
divisions. Numerous conversions, both of lapsed Catholics and of non- 
Catholics, have been reported. 

Any contribution, large or small, that will aid us in supplying the 
demands for literature will render a valuable service not only to the 
men themselves, but also to God and to our country, through the good 
influence exerted upon their lives. Here,.then, is a real opportunity for 
Catholic Action and to aid in extending the influence of the Church. 
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Little Louvers League 
Sh eee 

Ve is the month in which we honor specially the Most Pre- 

cious Blood of Our Lord, which He shed to the last drop 

in order to buy us back from the power of the devil, and to 
open to us again the gates of heaven, which had been closed by the 
sin of Adam and Eve. We can tell whether a person wants a thing 
very much or only a very little by the, price he is willing to pay to 
get it. If a wise man offers a big price for something, we know that 
he wants it very much. We know also that the thing itself must be 
very valuable. When we speak of buying things, we usually think of 
the price as being so much money, though we know, of course, that 
we can pay for things by giving some other valuable object for them. 
But of all the things which we can possibly give in order to obtain 
something which we want very much, there is nothing of such great 
value as our life itself. To shed our blood for anyone or anything 
is a sign that we set a very, very high value on that person or thing. 
No one would do it for a worthless thing. When we consider this, we 
get an idea of the value of our souls, because in order to buy them 
back from the power of the devil, our Divine Lord shed His Precious 
Blood on the Cross. Jesus is all-wise and He could not make a mistake, 
so we know that He has a very, very great desire to have our souls, 
and we know that they must be of great value in His eyes. 

Jesus loved our souls so much that He shed His Blood for them. 
This makes us realize how carefully we must guard against doing any- 
thing which would bring ruin to our souls and make us unworthy of 
the love of Jesus. It makes us think, also, that it was not just for our 
own soul that Jesus shed His Blood, but for every soul God has created 
or will create. Not for me only, but for the souls of all men, the 
Precious Blood was shed. Because this is so, we must do all we can 
to help other souls profit by the shedding of Our Lord’s Precious 
Blood. We must pray for sinners whose souls are given over to the 
power of the devil, so that the Precious Blood may obtain for them 
the grace of contrition and wash away their sins and restore them to 
Jesus. We must pray for heathens in countries like China and Africa, 
so that the Precious Blood can obtain for them the grace of baptism 
and make them children of God. We must pray for good people so 
that the Precious Blood may preserve them from sin. We must pray 
for the poor souls in purgatory so that the Precious Blood may purify 
them and make them ready for heaven. Little Lovers who are faithful 








O Good St. Anne, mother of her who is our life, our sweetness 
and our hope, pray for us to her and obtain for us the grace to 
imitate her virtues.and to please her in all that we do. 
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every day in saying the aspiration recommended to them each month 
can win many souls for Jesus and give glory to the Precious Blood. 


Good St. Anne 


On the 26th of July, we celebrate the beautiful feast of the mother 
of the Blessed Virgin. The greatest glory of St. Anne is to have been 
the mother of the Mother of God, and the grandmother of Jesus. St. 
Anne was very holy. We know this because she was chosen for so 
great an honor as being made the mother of the Immaculate Virgin 
Mary. It was her privilege to watch over the childhood of the most 
holy child that ever lived upon this earth, except, of course, Jesus, 
who is also God. How lovingly she took care of little Mary. How 
sweetly she taught her to say her prayers and to love God. And how 
obedient and good Mary was. We ought to practice devotion to St. 
Anne and ask her to teach us to be good and obedient, pure and loving, 
like the child Mary. St. Anne is a powerful intercessor in heaven 
because she is so near to Jesus and Mary. It should be easy for chil- 
dren to pray to her because she is the grandmother of Jesus, and nearly 
every child knows how a grandmother loves to do things for her grand- 
children. St. Anne wishes to be a “heavenly grandmother” to each 
Little Lover. You will rejoice her heart and also that of our Blessed 
Mother if you honor her as your heavenly grandmother. 


Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

In the year 1491 there was born at the castle of Loyola in Spain 
a little boy, who in later years was to astonish everybody by giving up 
all desire of glory as a knight of the king of Spain, in order to enroll 
himself once and forever under the banner of Jesus as a Knight of the 
Cross. Inigo, whose name was later changed to Ignatius, became a 
gay young page at the court of King Ferdinand. He was filled with 
ambition and dreamed of performing great acts of courage and daring, 
such as he read about continually in story books. At the age of 26, he 
entered the army and soon won fame as a brave defender of his country. 
But one day in a fierce battle he was shot in the right leg. The doctors 
told him if he was ever to walk again, he would have to undergo an 
operation, which would be very painful because in those days the doctors 
did not yet know how to deaden the pain. Ignatius bore the pain with 
great courage, never giving a sign of what he suffered. But alas, 
instead of being cured, he became very ill with a fever, so that the 
doctors told him he would die. He had received the last sacraments, 
when one night St. Peter the Apostle appeared to him in a vision and 
told him that he would be cured. But for long months Ignatius 
was obliged to lie on his bed of pain and suffering. He asked 
for books of war and glowing tales of knights to while away the weary 
hours. There were no such books in the house, but instead he was 
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given the lives of the saints to read. Though at first he would not look 
at them, he afterwards picked one up out of curiosity and found it so 
interesting that he read first one and then another. During the long 
days and sleepless nights he would often think of the glorious deeds the 
saints had performed for love of God, and reflect upon his own past life 
with its worldly desires and ambitions. He began to realize how useless 
everything is except to serve God and live for Him alone. 

Soon everything became changed for Ignatius, and he longed with 
all his heart to begin to fight against the enemies of his soul. He would 
be a soldier and a valiant one too, but a soldier of Christ, the King of 
kings. When he grew better and was able to travel he said good-bye 
to his family and set out for the Benedictine Abbey of Montserrat. On 
the way he gave his fine clothes to a beggar and put on instead the 
rough garments and sandals of a pilgrim. At the church he made a 
confession of his whole life and spent the whole night in prayer before 
the statue of the Blessed Virgin. Here he hung up his sword to indicate 
that he would not fight in bloody battles again, and made a solemn 
promise to spend his life for God. When he left the monastery he went 
to a hospital, where for some time he waited upon the sick poor and 
took care of their sores. Then he went to live for a while in a lonely 
spot where he could spend all his time in prayer. Ignatius then began 
to feel that he should become a priest, and after making a visit to the 
Pope in Rome, he went to Barcelona to study for the priesthood. He 
was thirty-three years old and had never studied Latin, so he was put in 
a class with young boys who made fun of him when he made mis- 
takes. But Ignatius did not mind their jeers. He persevered until the 
happy day when he was ordained a priest. 

Ignatius had often thought of forming a spiritual army to fight 
against the devil. At length some other men who wanted to devote 
their lives to the service of God joined him. In this way the Society 
of Jesus, or the Order of Jesuits, as we often call it, was begun. Their 
motto was: ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD. These holy 
men won back to the Church many heretics and converted many heath- 
ens in India and Japan by their preaching and holy lives. Ignatius, 
worn out by his labors and penances, died on the last day of July, 1556, 
with the sweet Name of Jesus upon his lips. Pray to him to make you 
always a brave soldier of Christ. 

Aspiration: Praised and blessed be the Sacred Heart and Precious 
Blood of Jesus in the most holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

Practice: When saying your morning prayers, try to form the habit 
of offering up all you do during the coming day for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls in honor of the Precious Blood. 


Contents — July, 1945 
The Precious Blood in Relation to Other Catholic Devotions — O 
Death Where Is Thy Sting? —‘‘My Soul Magnifies the Lord...’’>—A 
Word from Father Mateo — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — 
Intercourse with Others — The Sacrament and the Virtue of Penance — 
Mexican Martyrs — Little Lovers’ League. 
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St. Benedict, 
the Beloved of God. 


Devotion to St. Benedict, 
the saint “blessed in grace and 
in name,”’ has ever been popu- 
lar in the Church, and remark- 
able favors have been obtained 
by those who invoke his pro- 
tection and intercession. Read 
this inspiring account of his 
holy life and miracles, and use 
the prayers for a novena to him 
in preparation for his feast on July 11. 10¢ each. 











Daily Companion for Secular Oblates of Saint Benedict — A prac- 
tical handbook for Benedictine Oblates, clearly outlining the spiritual ideal 
of the Oblate and offering invaluable guidance for the daily life of the “lay 
Benedictine.”” 96 pages. 15¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — A splendid collection of 
indulgenced prayers and aspirations, grouped in honor of the Three Divine 
Persons, the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, for the Poor 
Souls and for various needs. Recently revised. 10¢ 


Good St. Anne 


Devotees of good St. Anne 
find this popular booklet excel- 
lent. for perparing for her feast 
on July 26. It contains an in- 
spiring account of the venera- 
tion of the saint, of her relics 
and shrines and relates various 
wonderful favors obtained through her intercession. Prayers for various 
needs. 10¢ 





Through Death to Life — A booklet that explains in a most consol- 
ing manner the helps and comforts that Holy Church gives to the sick and 
dying. Those who have read it say that they had no idea that the last 
anointing could mean so much. The booklet contains instructions on assist- 
ing the sick and dying (also non-Catholics), preparation for the administra- 
tion of Extreme Unction and the ritual thereof, as well as recommendations 
for a departing soul. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotion to the 
Precious Blood 


Specially recom- 
mended for devo- 
tions in honor of 
the Precious Blood 
during the month 
dedicated to Its 
veneration. A short 
treatise on the ines- 
timable worth of the 
Precious Blood as 
the Fountain of spi- 
ritual gifts, and the 
practical means of 
devotion to It. 24 
pages of prayers for 
various needs, 10¢ 
each. 
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Eucharistic Heart- 
talks with Jesus 


Considerations on 
the Real Presence, 
the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, Holy Com- 
munion, Eucharistic 
Friendship and the 
Splendor of the Eu- 
charistic Gift pre- 
sented in 9 loving 
conversations, mak- 
ing this booklet ex- 
cellent for Com- 
munion devotions, 
visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament and for a 
Eucharistic Novena. 
10¢ each. 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord - Part II — 
Contains inspiring prayers and quotations from the Mass and the Office of the 
Precious Blood. (Also for all the other principal feasts of Our Lord from 
Pentecost to Advent.) 96 pages; 15¢ 


The Divine Drama — A masterly composition in blank verse on the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. In vivid imagery its priest-author presents the sublime 
mysteries and beauties of Holy Mass, which are a Fountain of grace for pil- 
grims on earth, a Source of consolation to the souls in purgatory and a Cause 
of joy to the elect. 10¢ . 


Sacramentals — A practical and interesting discussion of the Sacra- 
mentals commonly used by Catholics, particularly the Crucifix, the Sign of 
the Cross, Holy Water, Blessed Candles, Blessed Palm, the various Scapulars 
and Medals. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 




















